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SPS Chapter Research Award Proposal

	Project Proposal Title
	[The best titles are descriptive, succinct, and a little bit clever.]

	Name of School 
	[No abbreviations, please.]

	SPS Chapter Number
	[Don’t know your chapter number? Go to http://membership.spsnational.org/ and log in. Upon logging in you should see your chapter name. Attached to the end of your chapter name is a 4 digit number. This is your SPS Chapter ID. If you have any problems, please contact sps-programs@aip.org.]

	Total Amount Requested
	[Total amount requested should not exceed $2,000.00.]


	Abstract


The abstract should be no more than 50 words. The abstract should be a standalone description of the proposed research project, appropriate for posting on the SPS website or publishing in The SPS Observer or Radiations. The abstract should be in paragraph form and should include the school name, a brief description of the proposed project, and a brief statement about the motivation for the project. 
	Proposal Statement


The entire Proposal Statement should be no more than 4 pages, and organized as follows.

	Overview of Proposed Project


The Overview should be a more detailed description of the proposed project than the abstract, and provide sufficient background information for a non-specialist to understand the proposed research question and why the question is significant. 
This section should include:

· Research question – What question does the research aim to address?

· Motivation – Why is this research project important? What are some potential impacts of the research?

· Brief description – What will the research project entail? 
· Research goals of the project – What will the research project accomplish?

· SPS connection – How will this activity strengthen the objectives of the SPS program, both at the proposing school and nationally?

	Background for Proposed Project


This section should place the proposed research project in a broader context. It should include a summary of the current knowledge about the subject with appropriate literature references, and an explanation of how the proposed work would add to that knowledge.
	Expected Results


This section should be a brief explanation of the type of results expected. Examples include constraining a parameter, characterizing a material, or testing an apparatus, among others. The idea with this section is to describe what the proposed project aims to accomplish.
	Description of Proposed Research - Methods, Design, and Procedures 


This section should provide evidence of a thoughtful research experiment, simulation or study that addresses the research question. It should include a detailed description of the proposed research project and an explanation of how the experiment or study will be set-up, executed, and analyzed, and how the information will be disseminated. This section may be bulleted, but must include enough detail that it is clear to reviewers that the project has been well researched and thought-out.
	Plan for Carrying Out Proposed Project


This section should detail the plan for carrying out the project, in bullet or paragraph form. Include, at minimum:

· Personnel - Who will be involved in the research activities and in what way?  How many participants are likely to be SPS members?
· Expertise - Are there SPS members or others with special expertise that will help to ensure success? 
· Research space - Where will the research activity be carried out? Is there lab space or other space that will be designated for this activity?

· Contributions of faculty advisors or the department (equipment, space, etc.)
	Project Timeline


This section should detail the timeline for carrying out the project. Include key milestones and the dates by which important steps need to be completed in order to finish the project on time (within one calendar year). Plans for preparing and submitting the interim report (due May 31) and final report (due December 31) should be included on the timeline.
2 pages total)
	Budget Justification


This section should justify the expenses outlined in the Budget Proposal. For example, if funding will be used to purchase a specific piece of equipment, explain here why that piece of equipment would be useful for the research activity. (The actual budget must be submitted as a separate file, created in conjunction with the “ Undergraduate Research Award Proposal Budget Template.”) Note that payment for student services is not an eligible budget item.
Include information about any money or supplies coming from other sources that will leverage the funding requested from SPS. Include in-kind funding and support (borrowed equipment, etc.) that will be used in carrying out the project.

	Bibliography


Cite all resources referenced in the proposal here.
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