Team California celebrates after taking third place overall in the U.S. Department of Energy Solar
Decathlon competition on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., Friday, Oct. 16, 2009.

not the answer I expected, exactly, but

informative.
Preet also mentioned that he liked

physics because it teaches you how to
attack problems, even big problems. He

wants to continue doing “green-tech”
work after he graduates—certainly
there are big problems, and solutions
needed there. Allison wants to move

into the science policy domain—that’s
exciting! I am thoroughly encouraged
about the future of physics and society
after meeting Allison and Preet.

The California Team finished
third overall, and they won the
Communications event. After watching
these physicists in action, it’s no won-
der they did well. I came to appreciate
better the reasons why students opt for
engineering physics as a discipline.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor:

Thank you for the elegant stories of

“A Survey of Big Bang Cosmology”
and “The History of Cosmology as I
Have Lived Through It,” the latter by
Victor S. Alpher, Ralph Alpher’s son.
I am aware that Rosalind Franklin

had her data stolen and given to Crick

and Watson, and thus she was denied
recognition of her crucial part in the
unraveling of the structure of DNA,
which would have warranted a Nobel
Prize had she lived. I also know that
Lise Meitner was cheated out of a
Nobel Prize for her recognition of
nuclear fission. It is gratifying to me

4 Radiations

that Radiations has substantiated the
work of Ralph Alpher and his col-
leagues with regard to their funda-
mental original work on the Big Bang
Theory of the Universe, work which
had been ignored until recent times, and
which was certainly of Nobel quality.
Enclosed is a donation in recognition
of the outstanding work with respect to
the publication of Radiations. It is one
of my favorite physics publications.
Sincerely,
Ronald A. Brown
Emeritus Professor of Physics
Oswego, NY

UoyIEOR( IR0 “H'O’ "S'(1/BIRNIEd OUEJRIS

AMERICAN
INSTITUTE

OFPHYSICS

American Institute of Physics

The American Institute of Physics (AIP) is a not-for-profit
membership corporation chartered in New York State in 1931
for the purpose of promoting the advancement and diffusion
of the knowledge of the science of physics and its applications
to human welfare. In order to achieve its purpose, AIP serves
physics and related fields of science and technology by serv-
ing its Member Societies, individual scientists, educators, stu-
dents, research and development leaders, and the general public
with programs, services, and publications—Information That
Matters.

The Institute publishes its own scientific journals as well as
those of its Member Societies; provides abstracting and indexing
services; provides on-line database and e-mail services; dissemi-
nates reliable information on physics to the public; collects and
analyzes statistics on the profession and on physics education;
encourages and assists in the documentation and study of the
history and philosophy of physics; cooperates with other orga-
nizations on educational projects at all levels; and collects and
analyzes information on federal programs and budgets.

The Institute represents approximately 110,000 scientists
through its Member Societies. In addition, approximately 5,000
students in more than 600 colleges and universities are members
of the Institute’s Society of Physics Students, which includes the
honor society Sigma Pi Sigma. Industry is represented through
50 Corporate Associates members.

Governing Board

*Louis Lanzerotti (Chair), Lila M. Adair, David E. Aspnes,
*Anthony Atchley, Arthur Bienenstock, Curtis G. Callen,
*Charles W. Carter, Jr., *Timothy A. Cohn, David M. Cook,
*Bruce H. Curran, *Morton M. Denn, Alexander Dickison,
Michael D. Duncan, *H. Fred Dylla (ex officio), Janet Fender,
Judith Flippen-Anderson, Brian J. Fraser, Jaime Fucugauchi,
John A. Graham, Timothy Grove, Mark Hamilton, William
Hendee, *Warren Hein, James Hollenhorst (MAL), Paul L.
Kelley, Angela R. Keyser, * Kate Kirby, *Rudolf Ludeke,
*Kevin B. Marvel, Michael McPhaden, Patricia Mooney,
Cherry Murray, *Elizabeth A. Rogan, Charles E. Schmid,
Joseph Serene, *Benjamin B. Snavely (ex officio), Gene
Sprouse, Hervey (Peter) Stockman, Robert T. Van Hook,
Quinton L. Williams (MAL) *Louis Lanzerotti (Chair),

Lila M. Adair, David E. Aspnes, *Anthony Atchley, Arthur
Bienenstock, Curtis G. Callen, *Charles W. Carter, Jr.,
*Timothy A. Cohn, David M. Cook, *Bruce H. Curran,
*Morton M. Denn, Alexander Dickison, Michael D. Duncan,
*H. Fred Dylla (ex officio), Janet Fender, Judith Flippen-
Anderson, *Judy R. Franz, Brian J. Fraser, Jaime Fucugauchi,
John A. Graham, Timothy Grove, Mark Hamilton, William
Hendee, *Warren Hein, James Hollenhorst (MAL), Judy C.
Holoviak, Paul L. Kelley, Angela R. Keyser, *Rudolf Ludeke,
*Kevin B. Marvel, Michael McPhaden, Patricia Mooney,
Cherry Murray, *Elizabeth A. Rogan, Charles E. Schmid,
Joseph Serene, *Benjamin B. Snavely (ex officio), Gene
Sprouse, Hervey (Peter) Stockman, Robert T. Van Hook,
Quinton L. Williams (MAL)

* Executive Committee

MAL denotes Member-at-Large

Management Committee

H. Fred Dylla, Executive Director and CEO; Richard Baccante,
Treasurer and CFO; Theresa C. Braun, VP, Human Resources;
Catherine O’Riordan, VP, Physics Resources; John Haynes,
Senior VP, Publishing; Benjamin B. Snavely, Corporate
Secretary

Member Societies

American Physical Society

Optical Society of America

Acoustical Society of America

The Society of Rheology

American Association of Physics Teachers
American Crystallographic Association
American Astronomical Society
American Association of Physicists in Medicine
AVS—The Science & Technology Society
American Geophysical Union

Other Member Organizations
Sigma Pi Sigma, Physics Honor Society

Society of Physics Students

Corporate Associates



