
1. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should issue a resolution stating 
that ethics education be integrated into the physics 
program. (70 yes, 15 no) 

2. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should create/disseminate a set
of 

ethics resources including curricula, case studies, 
speaker lists. (77 yes, 7 no) 

3. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should expand its efforts to
involve 

alumni and industry in its initiatives to promote
career 

diversity. (47yes, 34 no) 
4. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should assign a committee to 

investigate existing professional society and publisher 
statements and guidelines regarding ethics, with an

eye 
to endorsing these or modifying them for our use. 
(68 yes, 14 no) 

5. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS publications should have ethics-
based guidelines, including those that recognize 

students’ roles in publications. (72 yes, 7 no) 
6. As an honor society, Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should
have 

a disciplinary procedure for those who violate the 
standards of the society. (60 yes, 20 no) 

7. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should issue a statement on the 
importance of achieving diversity in physics. 
(67 yes, 11 no) 

8. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should expand its general port-
folio 

of programs and resources to include those targeted
at 

groups under-represented in physics. (73 yes, 8 no) 
9. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should issue a statement 

recommending that the tenure and post-tenure
review 

process consider more strongly the tenure candi-
date’s 

impact on student development. (50 yes, 25 no) 
10. Sigma Pi Sigma/SPS should issue a request to chap-

initially highly radioactive, and as a result, much of it was
removed. Some pieces were taken by scientists who had visit -
ed the sight shortly after the explosion, and are still occasion-
ally turning up to this day. Small pebbles of Trinitite scat-
tered sparsely in the ground are almost all that remain of the
substance at the actual site. Today, this glass is no longer
unusually radioactive, and the last remnant of the original
sheet is buried under a protective layer of sand, and some is
displayed under a long, low metal shed.

Upon arriving at the site, the White Sands Missile Range
officials spoke briefly about the history, and Dr. Tom Olsen,
the Sigma Pi Sigma Historian, gave a brief welcome to the vis-
itors. Then, we had the unique experience of hearing Dr.
Worth Seagondollar speak at the site where the blast had
occurred almost 60 years before. Dr. Seagondollar had been
a member of a team running tests on the plutonium to be used
in the bomb, and had witnessed the first bomb’s detonation.
He spoke of how work on the Manhattan project was consid-
ered a valuable and unique opportunity for young scientists,
as they would be working in the vicinity of some of the most
prominent physicist of the day. He recounted some of his
experiences on the site prior to the bomb’s detonation and
after the explosion. Hearing the story firsthand of a man who
had worked on the project seemed to bridge the gap between
past and present, and emphasize the historical significance of
where we were standing.

After Dr. Seagondollar finished speaking, the crowd dis-
persed to view the site and ask questions of the guides from
the missile base. After an hour, we again boarded the buses
and proceeded to the McDonald Ranch house. A room of this
house had been turned into a makeshift clean room in which
the final steps of the assembly of the bomb’s devices were car-

ried out. The house itself is an unpretentious, one-story,
square building with a small porch at the front entrance. The
door frame still bears painted messages to wipe one’s feet
before entering, remnants from the days when the house con-
tained the clean room. Inside the rooms of the house are a
series of images and written documents detailing the house’s
history. Outside, one can see the water tank where those who
worked at the site would swim during the summer. 

After we had spent some time at the McDonald Ranch
site, two of the buses departed for the Owl Café for lunch,
while the remaining two buses took their passengers to visit a
nearby nature preserve. At the Owl Café, the trip attendees
enjoyed chili cheeseburgers and each other’s company for
lunch. Afterwards, some of the students on the trip wandered
off and managed to find ice cream before boarding the buses
for the final time. At 1:45 pm, the buses departed the Owl
Café for the Hilton. The trip was truly a unique experience.
As the White Sands Missile Range is an active facility, the
Trinity site is only open to the public twice a year, in April
and October. 

The stories of the Manhattan project provide a unique
look into a group of scientists working towards a common
goal: to help defend their country in the midst of war. Yet
they were also driven by a desire to discover the possibilities
of new technology and the solution to a pressing problem. The
Sigma Pi Sigma and SPS members who attended this trip had
the exciting experience of witnessing an important piece of
scientific and American history at first hand. 

NOTE: Facts concerning the site were taken from the “Trinity
Site” booklet provided on the tour. 
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