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M EMBERS SINCE 1953 
I see that Simon Ramo, ‘53, is still a

regular contributor to your fund.  I was
the Secretary Treasurer at the University
of Arizona chapter in 1953. 

Early in the year our beloved
Advisor, Professor Leon Blitzer, suggest-
ed that I invite Dr. Ramo to be our initia-
tion banquet speaker.  Dr. Blitzer knew
Dr. Ramo personally since Dr. Blitzer
would often work, during the summers,
at the Hughes Aircraft Company, where
Dr. Ramo was general manager before he
moved on to form Ramo Wooldridge and
Space Technology Labs that very same
year, 1953. Also, both received their PhDs
at Cal Tech (Blitzer, Physics, 1943;
Ramo, EE, 1936).

Dr. Ramo graciously accepted and
gave an interesting talk about the role of

the physicist.
Please send me the form for a contri-

bution to the 2003 Alumni Drive.
Albert Samuels 
Sigma Pi Sigma Member ‘53

“SCOTTISH” VS. “ENGLISH”
As a professional research Physicist

and a member of Sigma Pi Sigma since
1952 as well as a long-time serious stu-
dent of Celtic History and Culture, I
found the Vol. 9, Issue 2 of Radiations to
be a source of considerable discomfort.

Scottish Botanist Robert Brown was
no more English than Albert Einstein was
Chinese (cf. pg. 18). E=mc2 was first
derived from the electromagnetic equa-
tions of Scotsman James Clerk Maxwell
independently of Einstein. Irish Physicist
George Francis Fitzgerald published the

mathematical basis for the relativistic
analysis of the Space-Time Continuum
when Einstein was 11 years old...
Sincerely, Alfred E. Reilly

Of the several references I consulted in
preparing the article, only one listed Brown’s eth-
nicity or nationality It described him as “...Robert
Brown, an English botanist...”  (Richtmyer and
Kennard, McGraw-Hill (1942), p. 183). Upon
receiving your letter I looked further into the mat-
ter and learned that Robert Brown was born in
Montrose, Scotland, on December 21, 1773. He
studied medicine at the University of Edinburgh.
In 1801, he sailed as botanist on a four-year voy-
age with Sir Joseph Banks, collecting specimens
that went to the British Museum.  Brown settled in
London and died there June 10, 1858. That he
lived most of his adult life in London may explain
why Brown is often described as being English,
when he was, in fact, born a Scotsman.  Thank
you for clarifying this point.   —Editor u

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ME S H KN I T PO L O (short sleeve)
Pure Combed Cotton  u Choose hemmed or banded sleeves
Men’s Reg. S-XL Women’s S-XL
AHM - Hemmed or ABM - Banded $34.50u AHW - Hemmed or ABW - Banded $34.50
Deep Chambray Heather, Gray Heather, Steam Heather, White, Butter, Henna, Red, Burgundy, Deep Purple, Royal, True
Navy, Black, Charcoal Heather, Black Forest, Classic Green, and South Sea Jade.

ORDER SPS LOGO
POLOS HERE!

GOLD

Featuring Lands’ End products.
Embroidery is 100% silk thread, 

colorfast, size 21/2” x 2”.

WHITE

Q TY. TOTAL

LE T T E R

CODE

EMBROIDERY

LO G O CH O I C E

G OLD O R WH I T ESI Z E COLOR

PRICING

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THE SALE O F THESE ITEMS W I L L

SUPPORT OUR SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS PROGRAMS.

TOTAL PRICE

INT’L O RDERS ADD $3

TOTAL

q Visa     qMastercard     q American Express   ______________________________________ 
Signature

_______________________________________________________         __________________ 
Credit Card Number Expiration Date

Please allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery.

Make checks payable to Sigma Pi Sigma or
provide credit card information below: 

Name: _______________________________________  Daytime Tel:

_________________________

Address:

ORDER FORM

THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER
(continued from page 3)

designed by the SPS summer 2004
interns around an Einstein theme, and
will be disseminated to about 25 chap-
ters around the country in 2005. The
Marsh White Awards for science out-
reach ($300 each), the SPS Chapter
Challenge Awards, and the SPS Zone
Meeting Awards ($500 each) are three
other awards given to chapters hosting
events and programs with a strong
WYP 2005 theme. Thus, dozens of SPS
chapters and thousands of SPS mem-
bers around the country are planning
to conduct science demonstrations and
outreach events for various community
groups in 2005. The society web sites
(www.sigmapisigma.org and
www.spsnational.org) and publications
have details of these awards, and other
upcoming WYP 2005 articles as well as
competitions.

Another unique opportunity for
anyone with a computer is the
Einstein@home research project,
which uses spare computer time to ana-
lyze astronomical data for evidence of
gravitational waves (see
www.physics2005.org for details). I
encourage you to get involved in WYP
2005 by participating in this effort and
by contacting your local Sigma Pi
Sigma chapter or physics department
and asking about what is being
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