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The 2007 Induction Ceremony of the X113 UCF Chapter took place on Friday, March 30,
2007. Despite its young age—just three years of existence—the UCF chapter of the National
Physics Honors Society has reached an extremely high level of importance, prestige, and rec-
ognizability. The list of local honorary members includes influential and important people and
the induction ceremonies are the only such formal ceremonies on campus in which prominent
people from the University’s higher administration participate.

The Society reserved the private room of the Marketplace Cafeteria which it arranged in a

way convenient for the induction. The tables were
dressed up with tablecloths and vases of flowers
were placed around the room. A laptop, a projec-
tor, a projector screen, and a podium were added
to facilitate the delivery of the talks. Flyers with
the induction program were placed on the tables
(seen in the pictures). SPS and Sigma flyers were
also placed on the tables for those people who were
not familiar with all the services and details of
the societies. The Campus Freethought Alliance
(an organization that promotes a scientific inter-
pretation of the world free of the supernatural and
paranormal which is also advised by C. Efthimiou)
provided free copies of Skeptical Inquirer and other
related material.

Figure: Students, faculty, and members of

the higher UCF administration enjoy lunch
and informal discussions before the induction
ceremony. SPS and Sigma advisor, Dr Costas
Efthimiou, is checking the audio and visual

equipment.

Setting up the room required about two hours. This task was undertaken by the SPS and
Sigma advisor, the SPS and Sigma officers and few members of the Societies.

Figure: Free magazines provided by CFA.

Admittance to the event required a
small fee per person (about $7/person
paid to the Cafeteria) for the food pro-
vided. The fee was paid by SPS/YIIY
(partially covered by the award re-
ceived from the national office). Total
attendance was about 55 people. An
open invitation to the Zone 6 SPS chap-
ters had been sent by the 11X



President Erin Riley but members of other chapters did not attend (due to the physical dis-

tance).
However, we co-organized the induction ceremony

with that of the Math Honors Society IIME. Never
in the past there had been a formal ceremony for
math honors society. The math chair, Dr Pi-
otr Mikusinski, and chapter advisor, Dr Heath
Martin, found the ceremony so exciting that we
plan not only to co-organize the future ceremonies
but also organize common activities for the math
and physics societies. In addition, a representa-
tive from the Department of Chemistry, Dr Mike
Hampton, attended the ceremony. Chemistry has

Figure: The advisor of IIME, Dr Heath no honors society yet. We plan to provide support
Martin7 reviews the achievements Of the tO the Department Of Chemlstry fOl" the Cl"eatIOIl Of
math society during the past year. such a society and next year to have a chemistry-

math-physics ceremony.
The ceremony was attended by several people of the higher university administration: Tace

Crouse, Assistant Director of the Faculty Center of Teaching and Learning (FCTL); Alison
Morrison-Shetlar, Dean of Undergraduate Studies and Director of FCTL; Michael Johnson,
Associate Dean of Sciences; Peter Panousis, Dean of Sciences; Alvin Wang, Dean of Honors
College; M.J. Soileau, Vice-President of Research.

Costas Efthimiou, advisor of SPS and XII¥ opened the ceremony after lunch. He reviewed
the accomplishments of the Physics societies during the past year and outlined the plans for the
following year. Dr Andrew Winningham, member of the XII3 advising committee, presented
the history of the physics honors society. Dr Heath Martin, advisor of the math societies,
reviewed the past year and presented some of the history of IIME.

After the introduction of the societies to the audience, Dr Ralph Llewellyn, member of
the XIIY advising committee, introduced the guests and, in particular, three of them—Drs
Morrison-Shetlar, Soileau, Wang—who gave brief motivational talks. These talks were followed
by student talks. Sergio Tafur, president of SPS, described the benefits from being a member
of the societies. Pontus Ahlqvist, Secretary of SPS and XIIX, explained how the honors society
is the catalyst of knowledge. And, Kevin Thomas, vice-president of SPS, presented how the
societies help student to be introduced to research.

With the end of talks, we reached the most anticipated moment of the ceremony: the
presentation of the certificates. Dr Llewellyn called one-by-one the (seven) new members of
YII¥ and Dr Martin the (nine) new members of IIME. The local chapter of XIIX each year
inducts one or two local honorary members. This year the honor was given to Dr Talat Rahman,
Chair of Physics and Dr Michael Johnson, Associate Dean of Sciences. SPS presented two
additional awards to two physics students for their tutoring services in the introductory physics
courses.



Figure: Ben Corbin receives his XIIY certificate (left) and his tutoring award (right).

The ceremony was concluded with the lottery of five copies of A First Course in String
Theory by Zwiebach, Cambridge University Press. The particular book was selected due to the
fact that SPS was organizing a Symposium on the Origin of Cosmos a week after the ceremony.
The symposium featured talks of S. Jim Gates of Maryland University who talk for string
theory and Peter Woit of Columbia University who talked against string theory. SPS and X1IX
gave free copies of Peter Woit’s bestseller Not Even Wrong to all faculty and administrators.
Several of them got autographs by P. Woit on their books.

Figure: Noah Maronde (about 1 year old) receives Zwiebach’s book from Dr Llewellyn which he won through
lottery. His father, Dan Maronde, was inducted to XII¥ in the Spring of 2005 (the year the local chapter was
installed).



